Thanks for reading my column this year, I’m headed off to do an internship with MTV this summer, so hopefully I’ll get some good interviews in the can to bring to all of you who will still be around next year. I’d like to leave you with a preview of this summer’s rock music CD releases. I’ll start off in the beginning of May, the 6th to be exact, the when the Matrix Reloaded CD will be released. If you were a fan of the first Matrix you’ve probably been squirming in your underpants for the last couple of years while this movie has been boiling under the surface. The last movie’s soundtrack was a decent one, and this one sounds interesting also. The soundtrack will give you a snapshot of some new music from Linkin Park, Marilyn Manson, Rob Zombie, the Deftones, Team Sleep, P.O.D., Unloco, and more.


The following week Marilyn Manson will release his album “The Golden Age of Grotesque,” and Cold will release their third album “Year of the Spider.” Fans of Cold should pay specific attention to this album because it will probably be a gage the of course the band may be taking in the future. While their last two albums sounded very raw, from what I’ve heard so far, this album is shaping up to be just another overproduced cookie-cutter pop-alt-rock record.


On May 20th a number of long awaited albums will be released. Staind will be releasing their fourth album, 14 Shades of Grey, that is looking like it may take the same overproduced, radio-pleasing road Cold may have taken. The Deftones will release their much-anticipated fourth studio effort that will be a self-titled album. The album’s first single, called Minerva is surprisingly hailed as the mellowest song on the record. After having a couple members of the band quit and scrapping an entire CD’s worth of material Powerman 5000 have regrouped and will release their first album with their new line-up. System of a Down’s lead singer Serj Tankian and fellow Armenian musician Arto Tuncboyaciyan will be releasing their cooperative musical experiment on an album entitled Serart. Less Than Jake will also be releasing their latest album titled Anthem that week.

June 3rd will see the release of a new album from 6gig, whose drummer died about a year ago, titled “Mind Over Mind” and Sugar Ray will release, “In Pursuit of Leisure.”

The much talked about Metallica album “St. Anger” that is said to be more in line with the band’s earlier material, will be released on the 10 of June. Metallica will also be embarking on another Summer Sanitarium tour with a number of artists. Also that week, Radiohead will release their latest musical adventure “Hail to the Thief.”


As far as the rest of the summer goes, Limp Bizkit may release an album this summer, June 17th is one of the proposed dates, but you should expect a lot of backlash and pushing back of that album. Jane’s Addiction will be releasing first album in a long time titled “Hypersonic” on July 15th. Perry Ferrell has also reawakened the Lollapalooza tour this year, which will feature Audioslave, Incubus, Jurassic 5, Jane’s Addiction and a few other acts. 311 have an album in the works titled “Evolver,” that is slated to be released on the 22nd of July. After a tragic bus accident in Spain, Alien Ant Farm is back in the studio to pen their second album, which is being produced by STP’s Dean and Robert Deleo. Their album is currently slated for an August 5th release.


There has also been talk of albums from A Perfect Circle and Zack de la Rocha’s long awaited solo album this summer, but you never know… all you can do is keep your fingers crossed.

