Exactly a week ago today, three soloists performed with the Youngstown Symphony Orchestra in Orr Auditorium. One of the soloists was Richard White, a Broadway actor who was also the voice of Gaston in Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast.” White performed with Youngstown two other Broadway actors Craig Schulman and Kim Crosby.


This is usually a column that relates more to recording artists than to big bands and Broadway actors, but who can ignore ‘Gaston’ coming to our school? I didn’t actually get a chance to see the show, (I was busy enjoying comedian Finesse Mitchell in the Down Under) but I did get a chance to meet the soloists while doing my duties as an SAA member at president Williamson’s house that night. I can tell you that everyone I talked to that saw the show absolutely loved it.

The show highlighted hits by Richard Rodgers that were in such theatrical productions as; “Oklahoma,” “Carousel,” “Pal Joey,” “The King and I” and “South Pacific.” You may recognize some of the songs such as; "My Funny Valentine," "Some Enchanted Evening," "With a Song in My Heart," "Shall We Dance" and "Climb Every Mountain. 

Richard White’s role as Monsieur Gaston not only earned him notoriety for the role it also earned him a Platinum Record, a Grammy Award, and the opportunity to sing on the 64th Annual Academy Awards telecast. White has also played Gaston in such TV shows as “House of House,” “The Cartoon Characters Villains,” and is also reportedly ordained as reverend.


Craig Schulman is the only actor in the U.S. who has portrayed the Phantom in The Phantom Of The Opera, Jean Valjean in Les Misérables, and the title roles in Jekyll & Hyde. Schulman was also invited to represent the U.S. at the 10th Anniversary of Les Misérables in London.

Kim Crosby most recently appeared on Broadway in The Tenth Anniversary Concert of Into The Woods, as Cinderella. She can also be heard on the Grammy Award winning original cast album. Crosby has also starred on Broadway as Sarah Brown in the revival of Guys and Dolls and has also been a featured vocalist in Jerry's Girls.

