On 30 October 2002 DJ Jam Master Jay (born Jason William Mizell) of Run DMC was shot to death in his studio in Jamaica, Queens NY at the age of 37. An assassin using only a single bullet shot from a .40 caliber weapon gunned him down late that Thursday night. 

"I was really shocked I never thought that someone from Run DMC of all groups would be murdered like this," Junior Ken Jae said.
His funeral was held this past Tuesday 5 November 2002 in Queens. Family, friends, fans, and Hip-hop icons such as Russell Simmons, Queen Latifah, Chuck D and L.L. Cool J attended the funeral to celebrate Jam Master Jay’s life.

Former Rage Against The Machine and current Audioslave guitarist Tom Morello had this to say about Jay’s legacy.

"Jam Master Jay was one of the true greats of hip hop. As a DJ he was absolutely devastating and could rock a crowd like no one else who ever stepped to the wheels of steel. His amazing musicianship and unforgettable beats changed my life and changed the face of music forever, and he continues to be a tremendous inspiration. I feel fortunate and grateful to have seen him play many times and right now I am about to drop the needle on 'It's Tricky' and raise a toast to the great Jam Master Jay. The King Of Rock will be missed."
Incubus's DJ Chris Kilmore remembered meeting Jay in 1999. 

"They did a gig at the Roxy out here in L.A. and I got to DJ before they went on. I was like the support band. I met him out there and he was totally cool. We just met in passing, and he gave me a little bit of props and obviously I gave him much respect. I'm pretty shy and nervous when I meet people that I look up to. I can sit here for days, weeks, and years and take you through my life and tell you how he's influenced me, you know."

The NYPD has mainly focused on Curtis Jackson (aka, 50 Cent) for a revenge motive, possibly for unpaid debts. An arrest has yet to be made and the suspect is simply described as black, 6-feet to 6-feet-2 and 180 to 200 pounds. A federal probe of rumored organized crime ties within the hip-hop industry is said to be underway, but detectives have dismissed virtually all suggestions that the murder is connected to an "East Coast-West Coast rap war." They have also deemed that the murder in the South Bronx of Kenneth Walker, Jackson’s promoter, is unconnected to Jay’s murder.
