This is the third part of my series dedicated to two things I am very passionate about in life… music and the anti-war movement. This is part of the historical record of another sociopolitical reawakening. While many people think this war is coming to a close, we have yet to prove that Saddam is dead, find a “smoking gun,” or face the thousands of members of Islamic Jihad who have pledged to attack if we don’t leave Iraq immediately after we have occupied. These problems aside there is still the problem of rebuilding both the government and the country… and just look at one of our other failures, Afghanistan, and you’ll see how great that’s going to go. And what’s next, rebuilding our world relations, or continuing our imperialistic crusade to “liberate” the citizens of Syria, North Korea and Colombia? Ok enough of my ranting, here’s what the musicians are doing.

Jay-Z has broken his silence about the U.S.-led coalition's war with Iraq. In the remix of European artist Panjabi MC's overseas hit "Beware of the Boys." "We rebellious, we back home/ Screamin' 'Leave Iraq alone,'" Jay rhymes over a sample of the theme from the "Knight Rider" TV show. "For all my soldiers in the field/ I will wish you safe return/ But only love kills war/ When will they learn?"
Mos Def recorded an anti-war public service announcement a while ago. The spot opens with the rapper holding a red pen in front of his face and saying, "The pen is mightier than the sword." Mos Def then withdraws from the pen a scroll that features a graph of government spending. The column marked "Pentagon" towers high above those marked "children's health," "K-12 education," "reduced reliance on oil," "Head Start" and "world hunger." "I think we've got better things to fight for," he says before encouraging citizens to write to Congress in protest of the looming war with Iraq.

Accomplished underground beatpoet Saul Williams recently recorded a number of protest songs that can be downloaded at notinournamemusic.com. One of the songs features the poet rhyming over the Nas (yet another artist who opposes the war) beat to his song “Made You Look.”

Williams had this to say about the war in Iraq in his statement on the previously mentioned site. “America is at war, not only with Iraq but with itself. Many Americans are slowly beginning to realize that the norms of American comfort come at the cost of foreign discomfort. Our leaders have always known this… They aim to manipulate the world for their own personal gain… I recognize colonial imperialism under any name and refuse to allow the goals of our leaders to be perpetuated in my name…” 

He ha added a quote from Abraham Lincoln from 1864 to the end of his statement. “Corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the money power of the country will endeavor to prolong it's reign by working upon the prejudices of the people until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the republic is destroyed," Lincoln said.
John Mellancamp has put out "To Washington." "He wants to fight with many, and he says it's not for oil," Mellencamp sings during the song which can be downloaded for free at mellencamp.com.

Lenny Kravitz has taken the protest song notion to the next level with "We Want Peace." The song was recorded with Iraqi pop star Kadim Al Sahir, Palestinian strings musician Simon Shaheen and Lebanese percussionist Jamey Hadded. "This song for me is about more than Iraq. It is about our role as people in the world and that we all should cherish freedom and peace," Kravitz said in a statement through MTV’s Rock the Vote.
Lou Reed just recorded an updated version of his song " Walk on the Wild Side" with producer 7 Aurelius. His reworked tune is a commentary on the war.

R.E.M.’s anti-war song, "The Final Straw" can be heard on the band's website remhq.com. The mostly acoustic number, described as a "rough mix from the studio," features the verse, "Now I don't believe and I never did that two wrongs make a right/ If the world were filled with the likes of you, then I'm putting up a fight."

"This is the strongest voice I could think of to send out there," singer Michael Stipe explains on the site. "We had to send something out there now. We are praying and hoping for the lives of all people involved, the troops, the Iraqi civilians, refugees, POWs, families of troops, the innocents — that they are safe and OK."

Clash singer/guitarist Mick Jones and Generation X bassist Tony James have posted "Why Do Men Fight?" on www.poptones.co.uk.

Yusuf Islam, the singer formerly known as Cat Stevens, has recorded new versions of "Peace Train" and "Lady D'Arbanville" (now called "Angel of War").

Robbie Williams' "Happy Easter (War Is Coming)," a nod to John Lennon's 1971 hit "Happy Xmas (War Is Over)," will be the B-side to his next single, "Come Undone," due in April.

Country and rock singers Rosanne Cash, Lou Reed and David Byrne have also entered the fray with statement in opposition to the war.

Educate yourself, know what you stand for and take that stand, whatever that may be.

