
As all of you may now know we are now a country that is at war, well maybe not war. If you take Chris Rock’s definition of war he gave last week on Lettermen, in a war you need to be able to defend your self, so he says, “America is jumpin Iraq.” This war, much like the Vietnam War has brought forth many people who do not agree with the government’s intentions, some of these people like Chris Rock are celebrities. In this column I focus on music, so I will focus on musicians who opposed to the war.


I won’t go into the many reasons people are opposed to this war, because I’m sure many of you well informed citizens of our country already know the reasons. I will quickly highlight some of the very important things some people may skip over. Unlike %50 of our country believes, Iraq has not been linked to Al Queda, and our government will tell you. The Washington Post reported that some of the documents Colon Powel used to accuse Iraq of having a nuclear weapons program were forgeries, our government has also conceded to that. Finally from a personal standpoint I would like to express that I am not anti-American, I love our country and I support our troops who include many of my friends who I would like to come home.


Now to the music aspect of the issue, this past Tuesday System of a Down unveiled their new video “Boom.” The video was directed by famous author, film director and political thinker Michael Moore and included clips some of the members of the band interviewing people at the February 15th protests. These protests were the largest in recorded history with an estimated 11 million people worldwide protesting a war with Iraq.


In other music news there has been a recent backlash against the Dixie Chicks because of their stance on the war. Natalie Maines of the Dixie Chicks had this to say about the war. "While war may remain a viable option, as a mother, I just want to see every possible alternative exhausted before children and American soldiers' lives are lost. I love my country. I am a proud American. I feel the President is ignoring the opinions of many in the U.S. and alienating the rest of the world. My comments were made in frustration and one of the privileges of being an American is you are free to voice your own point of view." 


The Beastie Boys have also entered the anti-war community with a song specifically targeted at the subject titled, “In A World Gone Mad.” Band member Adam Yauch commented on the intent of the song. "We felt it was important to comment on where the US appears to be heading now. A war in Iraq will not resolve our problems. It can only result in the deaths of many innocent civilians and US troops. If we are truly striving for safety, we need to build friendships, not try to bully the rest of the world.” Fellow band member Adam Horovitz added that, "this song is not an anti-American or pro-Saddam Hussein statement. This is a statement against an unjustified war."

Some of you also may know that musicians speaking at the Grammies were silenced by reportedly being told that if they spoke out against the war they would get cut from the show. This didn’t deter Sheryl Crow from wearing an anti-war guitar strap. The Rock ‘N Roll Hall of Fame induction ceremony was reportedly covered with anti-war rhetoric. Though somewhat out of the spotlight recently Eminem has been speaking out against the Bush administrations follies.

I would also like to urge you to go the Dave Mathews Band website to read Dave’s statement opposing the war and also look at the list of some of the musicians such as; Busta Rhymes, George Clinton, Sheryl Crow, Missy Elliott, Jay ​ Z, Natalie Merchant, Outkast, REM, and Sum 41 who oppose the war at moveon.org.
