This year Westminster’s Mardi Gras celebration was headlined by punk band Allister. About 100 people came to the show, which featured local openers December Son. Attendees of Mardi Gras were also treated to an excellent fireworks display, some pie-throwing fun, and more.

Fresh off a show with about 600 in my hometown of Madison WI, the band was expressing how their tour has been going so far as we sat down to talk before the show.

“The shows since we’ve joined have been really good,” drummer Mike Leverence said.

 “I’m sure that’s all you guys” guitar player and vocalist Tim ‘Murphy’ replied, referring to the two new additions to their band, Leverence and former Showoff guitarist Kyle Lewis.

“Every show’s been… like people singin along with the songs and encores and stuff,” Lewis said.

“I think it’s from hard work over the last 4 months since our CD came out and Warped Tour too,” Tim said, referring to their song ‘X-Girlfriend’ being featured on a compilation that was circulated to about 30,000 kids at the Warped Tour this past summer.

The band has a steady touring regimen ahead of them.

 “We’re doing two weeks at the end of the month with Mustard Plug, which is kind of like a co-headlining thing,” Lewis said. “Then we’re doing two weeks with American Hi-Fi on the west coast, then after that we’re going to Japan” 


The band is excited to be going back to Japan.

“We were there in 2001, it was unbelievable,” Tim said. “We were fortunate enough to tour with this band from there called Nicotine. And through those shows that we played, kids were able to hear our stuff and buy our CDs they were really excited. So, now we’re going over there in April and there has already been some presale, which is really exciting.”

Bass player Scottie ‘Murphy’ hadn’t said anything all night and when asked if he had anything to add he replied in true Mardi Gras fashion, “You can quote this… Allister loves boobs.”

If you liked what you heard at Mardi Gras or missed the band you can catch their video for "Somewhere on Fullerton" on Much Music. Or, if you can’t get home to watch the video on ‘good’ cable, you can check out the full video at http://launch.yahoo.com. For more info on the band, check out www.allisterrock.com or pick up a copy of their latest album ‘Last Stop Suburbia.’
