Every year people ask, “What band is coming for Mardi Gras?” This year, a band from Chicago IL called Allister will play in the Orr Auditorium on Friday, February 14th. Now, some of you may be sitting there saying to yourselves, “who the fuck is Allister,” and rightly so. That’s where I come in.

The band was formed in 1995 by singer/drummer Tim Allister (now you get where their name came from) and former guitarist Johnny, when they first teamed up in a cover band organized to play their school talent show. The line-up has changed a little since then. Tim now plays the guitar and sings, while Kyle Lewis, formerly of Showoff, has taken over Johnny’s spot on guitar. The rest of the band consists of, Scottie Murphy, on bass and vocals and Mike Leverence, formerly of The Conways, on drums.

Originally called Phineas Gage, the band signed to Drive-Thru records in 1998 and put out a demo on vinyl ironically titled, ‘You Can't Do That on Vinyl.’ There first full length, ‘Dead Ends and Girlfriends,’ followed later that year. The disc was reissued nationally in late 1999 when Allister signed to MCA.
Having played with bands such as, Goldfinger, The Bloodhound Gang, the Hippos, Fenix Tx, New Found Glory, and the Aquabats (whom Travis Barker of Blink - 182 originally played drums for), Allister finally got national exposure when their song ‘X-Girlfriend’ was featured on a compilation that was circulated to 30,000 kids at the Warped Tour.
Things are looking good for the guys from Allister. This month, Much Music added their video for "Somewhere on Fullerton." If you can’t get home to what the video on ‘good’ cable, you can check out the full video at http://launch.yahoo.com.

For more info on the band, check out www.allisterrock.com or listen to my radio show this (and every) Wednesday night from 10 PM to midnight on Titan Radio, digital 88.9, where I’ll preview of some of their songs from their latest album ‘Last Stop Suburbia.’
